Fundamentals of Tourism and Ecotourism

Certified by the Catholic University of Eichstitt-Ingolstadt

The professional certificate Fundamentals of Tourism and Ecotourism is a six-month,
practice-oriented program that introduces learners to the foundations of sustainable tourism,
ecotourism, and responsible destination development. Combining academic insight with
hands-on application, the program prepares participants to design, assess, and promote
tourism initiatives that support local well-being, cultural integrity, and ecological
sustainability.

Equivalent to 15 ECTS, this certificate empowers students to understand how tourism
systems function, to evaluate sustainability practices, and to create community-oriented
tourism concepts grounded in ethical, economic, cultural, and environmental responsibility.

Program Outcomes

Participants completing the certificate will be able to:

» explain key concepts, forms, and historical developments of tourism and ecotourism;

« analyze the structure of tourist destinations, stakeholder roles, and motivation patterns;
» apply basic models such as the Tourism Area Life Cycle to real cases;

* evaluate sustainability initiatives using ecological, social, and economic indicators;

* assess ecotourism practices through ethical and culturally sensitive perspectives;

« understand certification standards, governance structures, and global tourism guidelines
(UNWTO, TIES);

« apply digital tools, including Al, in tourism communication and concept development;

* design marketing strategies for community-based and environmentally responsible tourism
products;

* develop their own ecotourism concept or campaign through project-based learning.

Program Delivery

The certificate consists of three interconnected courses, each lasting two months. Together,
they build a foundational understanding of tourism and ecotourism, from introductory
concepts to sustainability frameworks and practical marketing skills.

Introduction to Tourism and Ecotourism (5 ECTYS)

This course introduces essential terms, types, and historical developments of tourism.
Students explore tourist motivations, destination systems, and the basics of sustainable travel.
By analyzing real cases, they learn to recognize the dynamics and challenges of tourism
development in various cultural and local contexts.

Ecotourism and Sustainability (5 ECTS)
Focusing on ecological, social, and economic dimensions of sustainability, this course

examines the principles of responsible tourism, international guidelines, certification systems,
and intercultural competence. Through case studies and sustainability indicators, students



learn to assess ecotourism initiatives and reflect on trade-offs between environment, society,
and economy.

Marketing and Promotion in Ecotourism (5 ECTS)
This course introduces the fundamentals of marketing for sustainable tourism. Students work
with market segmentation, communication strategies, and ethical advertising. They learn to

apply intercultural communication models and resource-mapping methods to design their own
ecotourism marketing project, which they present in a team pitch.

Timeline

The program is designed to be completed within one semester and follows the structure
below:

‘Term HCourses ‘
‘Term lHlntroduction to Tourism and Ecotourism (5 ECTS)‘
‘Term ZHEcotourism and Sustainability (5 ECTS) ‘
‘Term SHMarketing and Promotion in Ecotourism (5 ECT, S)‘

Each term includes online modules, onsite discussions at JWL learning centers, reflective
activities, and portfolio-based assessment.

Program Academic Framework

* To complete the program, students must successfully pass all three modules.

» Each module is assessed through a portfolio, combining reflections, analytical tasks, and
project-based work.

* Upon completion, learners receive a Certificate and a Transcript of Records, jointly
issued by the Catholic University of Eichstitt-Ingolstadt and Jesuit Worldwide Learning.

Who Is This Program For?

This certificate is ideal for:

* learners interested in tourism, sustainability, or community development;

» individuals seeking to create or support ecotourism initiatives in their local context;

» future entrepreneurs, community leaders, and tourism professionals;

» students aiming to understand tourism through ethical, cultural, and environmental lenses;
+ anyone committed to developing tourism that respects people and protects the planet.

A Program Rooted in Sustainability and Community
Development
Tourism can bring opportunity or it can bring pressure. Its impact depends on how it is

designed. This program empowers learners to think critically about tourism’s role in
community well-being, ecological stewardship, and cultural respect.



With its combination of academic theory, practical application, and global dialogue, the
certificate encourages participants to imagine and build forms of tourism that are grounded in
dignity, sustainability, and shared prosperity.

Discover How Sustainable Tourism Can Transform Communities

Tourism can open doors to new ideas, new cultures, and new opportunities for local
development. But true progress happens only when tourism is planned responsibly, ethically,
and with deep respect for people and the environment. The certificate Fundamentals of
Tourism and Ecotourism, offered by the Catholic University of Eichstitt-Ingolstadt in
partnership with Jesuit Worldwide Learning, invites you to explore exactly that.

This six-month program introduces you to the foundations of tourism and the growing field of
ecotourism. You will learn how destinations develop, why people travel, how sustainability
works in practice, and how ethical marketing can support local communities. Through case
studies, reflective tasks, and hands-on projects, you will understand how tourism can become
a force for environmental protection, cultural respect, and economic resilience.

Whether you are a student, a community leader, an aspiring entrepreneur, or someone
passionate about sustainable development, this certificate offers the knowledge and practical
skills you need to create or support tourism initiatives that genuinely benefit your community.
You will learn to analyze tourism systems, evaluate sustainability practices, and design your
own ecotourism concept or marketing strategy.

By the end of the program, you will receive a university-recognized certificate (15 ECTS),
jointly awarded by KU and JWL.

If you want to be part of shaping a more sustainable, responsible, and community-focused
future for tourism, this program is an excellent place to begin. Feel free to reach out to us with
questions or for more information about the application process.



